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Marriage Retreat
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Dr. Roc Collins  will speak two 
times to the pastors of the Mem-
phis area, 10 a.m. and noon, with 
lunch in between.

Our 2023 Together Marriage 
Retreat will be led by Mark and 
Janet Dance, with music by Erskin 
Anavitarte.

Faith Arlington will be hosting Life 
Action Revival February 19- March 
1st.  See website for details.
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What is Discipleship Anyway?

Discipleship has become a 
buzzword in Christian circles, 
especially at pastor’s conferences 
and events focusing on church 
growth. But does anyone really 
know what discipleship means? 
I’m not looking for a textbook 
definition. You can go look one up 
if you feel the urge. I’m looking for 
real-world examples. What does 
it look like? Because most people 
in our churches will be quick to 

say that we need discipleship, but 
most don’t have any idea what it 
looks like. 

With that in mind let me introduce 
you to Kerry (not his real name). 
Kerry came to my church with a 
fistful of theology and no real-
world application. He asked 
the right questions to see if my 
admittedly odd-looking church 
was theologically sound. He 
asked about homosexuality and 
baptism right away. He knew after 
one Sunday that, as the pastor, I 
preach the Bible. Honestly, I was 
excited because that is about as 
good a start for a new member as 
you might hope for. 
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But Kerry hadn’t been in church for nearly a decade. He 
had watched sermons online and listened to theological 
podcasts, but he hadn’t put his faith into action, even in 
terms of bare attendance. So, there was work to do.

Kerry was immediately excited about going to a local 
Comic Con type event with the church. For the uninitiated, 
a Comic Con is a convention where people go to dress 
up in costumes like their favorite comic book character 
or play video games, or buy Pokemon cards, you know, a 
nerd fest! Anyway, Kerry was there with the church as we 
have a few booths to promote the church and interact with 
attendees of the convention. We had one desperate soul 
come up to us and tell us about his mother that was sick 
and possibly terminal.

Kerry had brought this person to talk with me. He wanted 
prayer so I obliged, but not as Kerry had suspected. I said, 
“Kerry, you’ve talked the most with him so you know 
the situation better than me. Why don’t you pray for 
him?” I didn’t think that much about it. This is how I and 
my leaders conduct ministry all the time. Kerry looked 
shocked but he DID pray for the gentleman. Later on, Kerry 
came to me and said that he was angry at first that I “put 
him on the spot” but after he thought about it he was 
really glad I did that. He said, “It really wasn’t that hard. 
And I needed to do that!” 

That all happened a little over a year ago. We just returned 
at the beginning of 2023 to that same event. Kerry not 
only attended the event but he manned our main booth 
talking, witnessing, and yes, PRAYING with all comers! 
What an amazing development for a man that had been 
out of church for a decade and was afraid to pray in 
front of others. This is but one example. But this is what 
Discipleship looks like in the real world.  It’s messy and 
sometimes people get angry. BUT they grow!

I hope this has encouraged you today to challenge people 
in YOUR CHURCH to grow in a tangible, practical, and 
meaningful way.

As a new year begins, there is much to do and plenty we need to 
accomplish. If we are to have a kingdom impact, we must seek God’s 
wisdom and guidance for our lives and where He has placed us for 
service. That is what Abraham’s servant did when he was give the 
task of finding a bride for Isaac. This was a huge assignment and so 
Eliezer prayed a specific prayer.

“O LORD, God of my master, Abraham,” he prayed. “Please give me 
success today, and show unfailing love to my master, Abraham. See, 
I am standing here beside this spring, and the young women of the 
town are coming out to draw water. This is my request. I will ask one 
of them, ‘Please give me a drink from your jug.’ If she says, ‘Yes, have 
a drink, and I will water your camels, too!’—let her be the one you 
have selected as Isaac’s wife. This is how I will know that you have 
shown unfailing love to my master.”  (Genesis 24:12-14 NLT)
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